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The Pearl of the South

The moment the traveller sets foot in Marraleecll, he is awestruck Ly the
contrast in colours — the ochre of its adobe city walls, and its ]oougainvillea—
covered exteriors, from behind which great Louquets of palm trees and lush
greenery burst forth. A magniﬁcent array of architecture set against the
snow—cappe(l peales of the High Atlas Mountains, beneath a brilliant blue
slzy that reveals the city’s true nature — a luxuriant, sun-soaked oasis, heady
with the scent of the jasmine and orange blossom that adorn its garclens.

Within its adobe Waﬂs, in the sun-streaked shacle, the medina’s teeming
strects are alive with activity. A hubbub of voices caﬂing back and forth,
vibrant colours, the air filled with the fragrance of cedar wood and countless
spices. Souncls, colours and smells unite gloriously to compose an
astonishing sensorial sympl'lony.

Marralzech, city of legend, cultural capital, inspirer of artists, fashions and
events; Marrakech with its art gaﬂeries, fes’civals, and exhil)i’cions; Marrakech
with its famous names, its luxurious palaces and its g]i’ctering nigh’clife.
Marrakech, tourist capital for over a hundred years, cunningly blends the
treasures of its age—olcl heri’ca.ge with the vibrant energy of 1iving cultures.

Yes, Marrakech is an unforgettable experience. New discoveries await you
every time you return — and many have returned never to leave.

Ak 1!lh llﬁn( hﬂuu

T (g™




A city with a thousand years of history behind it

Marrakech, a thousand
years oflzistory

Marrakech has seen 5 dyna.sties
come and go, cach one leaving
their indelible mark on its des’ciny.
It was founded in 1062 by the
Almoravids, whose greatest legacy
was to bring water to the city,
harnessing spring waters through
an ingenious system of wells and
piping networks. We owe them
the ci’cy’s Palrneraie, its gar(],ens
and orchards, and the many
other amenities that led to its
development and influence. Under
their rule, Marrakech became the
capital of Morocco.

The Almollads took over the reins

in the 12th century, improving
irrigation  systems, enlarging the
city Waﬂs, creating the town’s first
hospital - presi(led over })y the great
scholar and scientist Averroes — ancl,
among other monuments, leaving
us with the magnificent Koutoubia.

Foﬂowing this great period in the
city’s history, the Merinids conquered
the Moroccan south in 1269,
turning their backs on Marrakech
and malzing Fez their capital.

When the Saadians from the
Souss region came to power in
1554, the city regainecl its former
status as capital of Morocco. A
new era Legan, reaching its pealz

during the reign of Ahmed El-
Mansour, known as El Deh]oi, “the
Golden”, because of the fabulous
wealth he amassed in Sudanese
golcl. He had the vast and luxurious
Bl Badi Palace built, a replica of
the Alhaml)ra, adorned the city
with mosques, fountains, and
medersas (Koranic universities),
and commissioned a magniﬁcent
necropolis in which the 1eac1ing

members of his clynas’cy were to be
buried — the Saadian Tombs.

The Bahia Palace

In the 19th century, under the
Alaouite clynasty, Moulay Slimane
rebuilt the Ben Youssef Mosque and
created the Menara Gardens, and
Moulay Hassan and his son Moulay

Abdelaziz edified the sumptuous
Dar Si Said — the Bahia Palace.
Fouowing construction of the new
town, Guéliz, in 1913, and of the
Mamounia in 1923, Marrakech
})egan to attract artists, writers

and members of the world’s high

The Saadian Tombs are a magnificent roya/ necropo/is in which the Dynasty’s major monarchs are buried

aristocracy... The painter Jacques
Ma.joreﬂe laid out his famous
garden there in 1931. Winston
Churchill first stayed in the city
in 1935, on a painting holiday,
and went on to become a regular
visitor, re{:erring to his “beloved
Marrakech” in his memoirs. And
SO many other famous names have
also fallen under the city’s spell and
contributed to its international

renown.
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A first look around the city and its surroundings

Hl EEEE Em
The Marrakech Theatre

Marrakech is really two cities
Standing side Ly side — the old
town within its historic walls and
the new town with its districts
of Guéliz and l'Hivernage, and
intersected Ly Avenue Mohammed
VI. The city covers a good deal of
ground, and is ideal for exploring
on foot, loy ]aicycle or ]ay barouche,
the traditional Marrakchi way of
getting from one place to another.

Marrakech lies open to the air,
and boasts numerous gardens
and green spaces in its old and
new towns alike. The Majorelle

Garden, Arsat Moulay Abdessalam
Parle, the gardens of the Bahia
Palace, and the Menara and Agdal
orchards — each, in its own unique
way, a haven of peace, relaxation,

and pure cleligllt!

The Palais des Congrés contains 17 meeting rooms ofvarious capacities, aa’justal;/e to suit a wide

range o][situations

Marrakech, an oasis at the ][eet a][ the snow-cappea’ Atlas

The Marrakech Palmeraie covers
some 14,000 hectares, comprises
over 100,000 trees, and is very
well worth a tour in the traditional
barouche. It is irrigatecl Ly means
of “khettaras”, an ingenious system
of underground pipes supplied Ly
ground water.

The 01(1 'l',OWl’l,S aclo])e W&HS are

19 121’1’1 long a.ncl include a score

of gateways (“Bab’7 in Ara})ic). It
takes a good two hours” barouche
ride to get all the way round them —
provide& you don’t make too many
stops along the way, that is! Make
the tour in the late af’cernoon, when
the hght is at its best. The gateways
stand watch over all who enter and
leave the city. Some, such as Bab
el Del)])agh and Bab Agnaou still

preserve their original architecture.
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Arts and crafts — the city's designer souks

The Moroccan ca][tan
has 1'nspirea7 the greatest

names in the world of

][aslzion

There'’s nothing like Wandering
through the medina’s souks if you
want to get a real idea of the richness
of Marrakchi cra{'tsmanship and of
the extraordinary know-how of the
city’s master craftsmen. These are
some of the finest souks anywl'lere
in Morocco, renowned for their
(liversity and lively atmosp]nere.
They are organised L)y corporation
— souk Cherratine for fine leather
goods, Zrabi for carpets, Fekharine
for pottery, Sel)l)aghine for clyers,
Seffarine for copperware, and so on...
The “maalem” (master craftsman) is
leeeper of age-olcl know-how and the
secrets of his craft.

Today, fresh developmen’cs are afoot
in the Moroccan craft inclustry =
tradition reVisitecl, a combination of

ancient and modern that is producing

a plethora of ingenious adaptations
and resu]ting in a range of higlﬂy
original top—quality work in line with

contemporary taste. A good many
designers, Moroccan and foreign
alike, are l)usy reinterpreting materials
and traditions and coming up with
creations that mirror the latest trends
in fashion. Marrakech has become
a temple dedicated to clesign, and
alt}loug}l most creators have their
outlets located in the new town, in
Guéliz, Jchey are also increasingly to
be found at work in the medina.

More than ever ’today, Marrakech
is a city of artists, as is evidenced
L)y the many art gaﬂeries that have
come into heing over the past few
years, providing elegant venues
for painters, scu]ptors and visual
artists to exhibit and sell their
works. Marrakech’s literary cafes
are havens of peace where you can
browse through books on Morocco
and acquaint yourself with the latest
exhibitions while enjoying a glass of

mint tea or a fresh fruit juice.

Creating in nickel silver

The process for producing nickel silver,
an aﬂoy composecl of copper, zinc
and niclzel, was per{ec’ued in 1819.
Marrakech’s clesigners have found a
ldighly creative use for the material —
hammered, po]ished and engraved, it
is turned into Caslze’cs, dishes, mirror
frames jeweuery, trays, and a host
of other decorative items. Easy to
machine and weld, its sﬂvery brilliance
goes perfectly with other materials
’craclitiona]ly employecl by the city’s
craftsmen in procluc’cion of Wooclworlz,

copperware, brocade and pottery.

Moroccan craftsmanslzip perpetuates age-o/a/ know-how, and is the very syml)o/ ofa /iving culture

Sl‘lopping’ in Marrakech

The medina’s traditional souks
stand side by side with Guéliz's
elegant brand-name l)outiques.
The great names in Western
fashion are all representecl here,
with fine leather goods, clotlling,
jeweuery, and shoes revealing the
modern side of the red city.
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When the sun sets, Jemaa el Fna comes to /1][3
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Marrakech ) The Fiery

.
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Parks open to the
world at /arge

The Arsat Moulay Abdessalam
Cyl)er parlz

Arsat Moulay Abdessalam  is
one of the oldest of the city’s
parlzs, dating back to the 18th
century. Since its restoration,
however, it also llappens to be the
most moclern, with interactive
multimedia  terminals  installed
along its pathways and Internet
equipment on hand Loasting the
very latest in techno]ogy. You'll
find excellent virtual gui&es to the
city and to the parlz itself, with
full information on its history and
the many species of flora to be
found there, as well as on the city’s
cultural life.

The Bahia Palace

(Palace of “the Beauti£ul")
Build in the late 19th century
by the architect El Mekki, as
a residence for the Vizier, Ba
Ahmed Ben Moussa, the palace
is a true masterpiece, remarkable
for the sophistication of its decor,
its gardens, fountains and tree-
shaded courtyar&s, and also for
its  architectural design. The
palace was home to the Vizier's
family, which included 4 wives, 24

concubines and countless children.

The layout of its rooms, doors
and corridors was clesignecl to
ensure that each occupant could
protect his or her privacy and avoid
unwanted meetings with others
who lived there. It took 7 years to
build — a fact at the origin of the
Moroccan expression, “the Bahia
is {'inaﬂy finished” ; re£erring to any
piece of business that has taken
time to get done.

The Majoreue Garden

This enchanting spot, a symphony
of light and colour, filled with
exotic flowers and plant life and
alive with Lirclsong and the murmur
of fountains, was created by the
French painter Jacques Majoreﬂe,
who came to live in Marrakech
in 1922. The artist paintecl the
walls of his Art-Deco villa and
gar&en a vibrant and luminescent
ultramarine. Set as it is in the
heart of an ochre red city, his
blue garclen certainly raises a few
eyel)rows — it is, however, the blue
of Marrakchi skies! The property
now laelongs to the Pierre Bergé-
Yves Saint-Laurent F‘ounda’tion,
and houses a museum of Islamic
art, along with the ashes of the
famous couturier himself.
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The Majore//e Garden
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A fairy’cale world

The Papu/ar Arts Festival

A welcome fit for a prince

Palaces to dream of, luxury
hotels and e]egant riads — the
fairytale world of Marrakech
Legins with a magniﬁcent variety
of accommodation, equippecl
with every modern comfort yet
enabling visitors to immerse
themselves to the full in the local

culture.

Marrakech 9 the jetset’s playg‘roun(l
The city is a second home to
the international jet set. Artists,
sportspeople, businesspeople —all
its great names flock to Marrakech
to relax and relive its magic. With
a little luck you might loump into

Brad Pitt, and there are more
than a few shopleeepers who will
proucuy produce photographs of
themselves posing alongsicle Paul
McCartney or Jeremy Irons.

Marrakchi festivals
International  Film Festival,
Popular Arts  Festival, Magic
Festival, La.ug]nter Festival,
“Caftan” Soirée — Marrakech is
the chosen venue for countless
events. Whatever the time of
year, you’ﬂ be sure to find plenty
of entertainment on hancl, and
an opportunity to party to your
heart’s content.

The Marrakech International Film Festival

a Tl s

Marrakech in all its ﬂamljoyancy

Moutll-watering’ Marrakech
You have the choice of sampling
delicious Moroccan dishes or the
finest in international cuisine. You
can dine in gourmet restaurants or
seated beneath a star-studded slzy
at one of the stalls in Jemaa el Fna.
Whatever you clo, however, don’t
leave Marrakech without trying
the great local speciality, Tangia
Marralzchia, a real institution
whose flavour is not just a matter
of its ingredients, but also of how
’clley are cooked...

Marrakech I)y nig’llt

When night falls in Marrakech,
a new life ]oegins. You've got all
the exoticaﬂy medieval ambience
of Jemaa El Fna, of course — or
perhaps you’d prefer an elegant
evening at the casino? Or a cabaret
show? A pu]a? A nightclub?
Whatever you decide to do, you’ﬂ
be spoiled for choice!
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Marrakech in a new ligh’c

Ouka imea]en,
for s]eiing fans

Golfing in Marrakech

You have four greens to choose
from, each with the stately Atlas
Mountains as a I)acleclrop. The
Marrakech Royal Golf Club (27
holes) is the oldest. Built in 1923, it
has seen a host of illustrious players
tackle its course, including King
Hassan II, Winston Churchill, Lloycl
George, and President Eisenhower.
The Palmeraie Golf Club (27 holes)
is a delight for players of whatever
handicap, thanks to the (liversity
of its holes. The Amelkis Golf
(36 holes) is a very popular course
in a spectacular setting, while the
Samanah Golf Club (18 holes) is
a “desert course”, as is reflected Ly
the cacti, palm trees, olive trees and
other plan’c life selected to adorn it.

S]ziing’ in Marrakech
From Christmas to Easter, you can
take to the slopes at the ski resort

T}

of Oulzaimeden, located just 75
km from the city and equippe(l in
full compliance with internationa
standards. Tts ski slopes lie between
2500 and 3200 metres above sea
level, on the northern face. What
greater pleasure than to spen(]. the
day sleiing the mountainsides and
then return to enjoy an evening's
entertainment in Marrakech! In the
summertime, the same slopes are

ideal for exploration on foot.

Well-l)eing’ in Marrakech
To ensure you 12eep on top form,
the city’'s  major hotels, a.long
with its many fitness centres and
specialised, institutes and l)eau’cy
salons, are equipped with state-
of-the-art facilities and offer a full
range of quali’cy services, including
ammanms, saunas, jacuzzis,
massages, spas, relaxation, and ]aody
and Leauty care.

Getting into the swing with the Atlas Mountains in the [Jacégrounal

Talzing’ to the water in
Marrakech

Among the city’s countless swimming
pools, the Aquaparc is particularly
well worth the visit for its toljoggan
slides, its immense wave pool, its
two children’s 1agoons and its half-
kilometre of olive-tree  bordered
watercourse. For something still more
out of the or(linary, drive 10 km along
the road to Ourika and you’u come to
80 metres of sun-soaked fine sancly
Leach, complete with deckchairs and
Balinese lveds, and with excellent
restaurant service and entertainment
on hand — a true haven of Weu—ljeing !

Marrakech from the skies

If you want to appreciate the
laeauty of Marrakech to the qu,
then take to the skies!. From the
silence of a hot-air balloon, you
can drift over the imperial city
as the wind takes you and look
down upon the stunning contrast
between its ochre walls and the
countrysicle that surrounds them —
a gi&dy spectacle of Berber Villages,
snow-cappecl mountain pealzs and
timeless desert. An unforgettal)le
experience, which you can also
enjoy I)y llelicopter or ultra—light
aircratt.
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The hinterland — lakes , mountains and waterfalls

On the shores o][ Lake
Lalla Takerkoust

Lake Lalla Takerkoust

A trip to Lake Lalla Talzerlzoust,
40 Km from Marrakech, makes
for a refreshing outing, and you
can explore the surrounding
countrysicle on foot, ]oy quacl,
or lyy cross car. Savour the local
cuisine at one of the inns along
the lakeshore, while enjoying the
super]) views they afford. 20 km
further on, the Berber village of
Amizmiz is well worth visiting for
its splendicl setting, its potteries
and its Tuesclay souk.

The Ourika Valley

30 km south of Marraleecll, the
Qurika Vaﬂey lies in the first
foothills of the High Atlas, a

beautiful expanse of luxuriant
green, its adobe Viﬂages clinging
to the mountainsides. The “]ardin
du Safran” in the Viﬂage of Tnine-
Ourika is a saffron farm open to
visitors, while a little further on,
the Bio-aromatic Gardens grow
45 varieties of aromatic and
medicinal plants, which you are
invited to taste as well as to smell.
The terraced Timalizene Garden
also offers visitors its special
Berber tea, scented with home-
grown herbs. The road stops at
Setti-Fatma, at the end of the
Vauey, but the more adventurous
can continue on foot to the
seven waterfalls that await their
cliscovery.

A Berber ui//age in the Ourika Va//ey

The Ouzoud Waterfalls

Morocco’s most famous waterfalls
are well worth the 150-kilometre
drive from Marrakech. Once
past the Viuage of Ouzoud and
its multitude of open-air food
staﬂs, you carry on &ownwards,
along a well-maintained road
bordered with olive trees, until
you come to the foot of the falls
themselves. Some 110 metres
high, their waters tumble from

one level to the next, their fine
spray aclorning the scene with a
permanent rainbow halo. You
can enjoy a swim there, while
ol)serving the antics of the local
rhesus monleeys.

23



24

Just a step away

Messages /eft 2000
metres up the moun-
tainside Z?y our distant

ancestors

Tizi-n-Test and Tizi-n-Tichka

Two passes cross the High Atlas into
the cleep south. Tizi-n-Test links
Marrakech to Taroudant while Tizi-n-
Tichka takes you to Quarzazate. The
Tizi-n-Test road is one of the most
spectacular in Morocco, clim]oing the
mountain slopes through magniﬁcent
scenery to a height of 2092 metres
and oﬁering Lreath—talzing views over
the Souss Vaﬂey. The Tizi-n-Tichka
road runs throug}l the pass at an
altitude of over 2300 metres, through
mineral—grey lunar L’indscapes that
gradually take on ochre tones as you

d,escend, to Quarzazate.

Asni and Ouirgane

Asni, a little Villa.ge on the Tizi-n-
Test road, is famous for its l)ustling
Sa’curclay morning souk and its
panoramic views. The region is a
popular sport hunting area (Witl’l
game inclucling gambra par’triclges,
wild l)oar, turtledoves and common
quail). 17 km from Asni, the village of
Quirgane is set in alpine countrysicle
and makes a very pleasant stop—o{{
for the nig}lt, in one of its delightful
little hotels, some of which are former

hunting lodges.

The rock art of the Hig’}l Atlas
The heights of the Atlas Mountains
south of Marrakech boast some
remarkable prehistorio rock carving
sites — located near the ski resort of
Ouleaimeclen, on the Yagour plateau
and around Demnate (Jl)el G’hat)
as well as at Tizi N’Tirghis’c (2390
metres). The carvings, some of which
are gigantic in size, decorate slabs of
sandstone and depict weapons, battle
scenes and animals as well as speﬂing
out Lyl)ico—Ber]aer inscriptions similar
to those found in the Moroccan
Sahara. Tl’ley are of uncertain date
(possi]:)ly 1st millennium BQ).

The Toubkal National Park

The Toubkal National Park })egins
in the central High Atlas, between
the N'Fiss and Ourika Vaﬂeys. Its
38,000 hectares boast a remarkable
biodiversity — green oaks, thujas,
junipers and herbaceous plants, many
species of birds of prey, including royal
eagles, booted eagles and Bonelli’s
eagles, along with such rarities as
Bar]aary slleep, 1ynxes and Cuvier’s
gazelles. Under the experiencecl eye of
a mountain guide, you can make the
climb in two &ays, with the niglqt spent

bivouaclzing or in a mountain hut.
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A Berber vi//age in the Higlz Atlas
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